
Janet Louise DeVaul Savage’s Obituary 
 

Janet D. Savage, 58, of Memphis, homemaker, died August 29, 

2004 at Germantown Methodist Hospital after an extended illness 

with pancreatic and liver cancer. 

 

Born August 30, 1945 in Pittsburgh, PA, she grew up in West 

Mifflin, PA.  Janet devoted much of her adult life to raising her son, 

supporting the causes of public education and serving in various 

patriotic organizations in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Tennessee.  Prior 

to her marriage, Janet worked as an Automobile Underwriter for 

Continental Insurance and as a Statistical Typist for Carnegie 

Natural Gas.  Being a “stickler for details” she then worked for 

Lehigh Design as a Job Shop Draftsman and later as Draftsman, 

Printed Circuit Board Designer with Westinghouse Electric 

Corporation – Transportation Division at a time when women were 

definitely in the minority in this profession.  She was especially 

proud of her PCB work on the Westinghouse SkyBus and the San 

Francisco BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit) systems.   

 

Janet married Woodson J. Savage, III in 1972 and moved to Youngwood, PA where he was employed by 

Westinghouse Semiconductor Division (now Powerex).  A year after losing a child at birth in 1977, Janet 

gave birth to Woodson J. Savage, IV (Jay).  Shortly thereafter, the family moved to Plain City, OH when 

her husband joined Ranco Controls.   

 

As Janet spent time with Jay in pre-school, kindergarten, and elementary school, her desire to serve and 

support the public school system grew.  A product of the public school system herself in Pittsburgh and 

West Mifflin, PA, Janet knew the value of a public education and the opportunity it could afford every 

student regardless of race, religion, background, or income level.  As a result, she ran a “write-in” 

campaign for the Jonathan Alder School Board where she won the election.  Janet soon gained the respect 

of her peers on the school board as well as the public who elected her.  She went on to serve first on the 

local Jonathan Alder School Board followed by the Central Ohio Joint Vocation School Board.  In time, 

she was elected to the Ohio State School Board.  Janet proudly served as President of all three Boards of 

Education during her career. 

 

Later, when her husband took a job at American Electric (now Thomas & Betts) in Memphis, TN, her 

public service career came to an end.  Still searching for an opportunity to serve, Janet joined the Daughters 

of the American Revolution (D.A.R.) and soon got involved with her son in the Children of the American 

Revolution (C.A.R.).  Janet served for three years as C.A.R. Senior State President for Tennessee where she 

helped to establish a state-wide C.A.R. college scholarship fund.  Her devotion to education was never far 

from her sights.   

 

Janet also belonged to Daughter of American Colonists, Dames of the Seventeenth Century, Sons & 

Daughters of the Pilgrims, Dames of the Court of Honor.  She served in numerous positions as part of these 

organizations and received a number of awards including the Martha Washington medal from the S.A.R. 

and the Mrs. Victor William Edgman Outstanding T.S.C.A.R. Senior Leadership Award.  Janet was a 

member of Covenant United Methodist Church in Cordova, TN. 

 

Surviving are her husband, Woodson J. Savage, III of Cordova, TN; son, Woodson J. Savage, IV and wife, 

Mary of Atlanta, GA; a sister, Merrillyn Seib of Dundee, FL; a niece, Leta Mussett of Adairsville, GA and 

numerous friends who will miss her love and kindness.   

 

Graveside services were held at Historic Elmwood Cemetery in Memphis, TN at 10:00 am, Friday, 

September 3 with the Chaplain Eyleen Farmer officiating.   

 

WJS                  September 12, 2004 


