
J.C.N. Robertson … A Pioneer and a Stateman 

(And a Remarkable Human Being) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



J.C.N. Robertson - 1st Sheriff of 

Hardeman County 
 

     The first sheriff of Hardeman County, Julius Caesar Nichols (JCN) 

Robertson was born in February 20, 1792 near Jonesboro, TN, the 

oldest town in Tennessee.  The Robertson’s were descendants of King 

Duncan I of Scotland.  His great grandfather, Randolph Robertson 

(b.1712) came to the New County and settled in Brunswick, VA with 

his wife.  They had 10 children.  Two of their famous sons, Majors 

Charles Robertson and James Robertson who is often referred to as 

“Father of Tennessee”; crossed the frozen Cumberland River in 

December 1790 and built Fort Nashborough.  This settlement became 

Nashville, TN.  Charles and his wife Susannah Nichols Robertson also 

had a large family, their son George was father of Julius Caesar 

Nichols (JCN) Robertson.  JCN Robertson grew up admiring Andrew 

Jackson who practiced law in Jonesboro, TN and in 1812; he joined 

General Jackson’s Old Tennessee Volunteers and fought the Creek 

War in Alabama, was a sergeant at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend, and 

marched with him to the Battle of New Orleans.  He was 

commissioned Captain in 1816 and in 1833 commissioned Brigadier 

General of the 14th Regiment of the Militia. 

     In 1819, Robertson was appointed Government Agent for the Cherokee Reservation.  The family 

story is one day while Robertson was away getting money and supplies for the Indians; his wife, 

Margaret was alone at home with her child.  Indians came to the home with the intent of killing 

everyone there.  Margaret pretended to be calm and welcomed the Indians and handed her baby to 

one of the braves and left the room to get refreshments.  She knew the Indian’s code of honor would 

never allow them to harm anyone left in their trust, especially a child.  Sure enough, they put the baby 

in its crib and left as she was bringing food and drink into the room.  The Robertson’s would 

eventually have 8 children in all. 

     In 1823, the Robertson’s moved to Western District of Tennessee to help establish Hardeman 

County.  On November 17, 1823 the first county court was organized in Thomas McNeal’s home in 

Hatchie Town, about one mile north of present-day Bolivar on the Hatchie River.  They elected 

William Polk to serve as chairman, Thomas J. Hardeman as clerk; Elisha W. Boyette, register; 

and JCN Robertson as sheriff and tax collector.  George Gibson and Joseph Rosson were appointed 

first deputy sheriffs. 

     It was a hard job as sheriff with disparate characters and thousands of Indians still roaming the 

area.  He served as sheriff from 1823-1836.  William Stockton served for 2 years, then Robertson was 

re-elected again for 2 years, with a total of 15 years in all.  During this time wild varmint’s skins were 

even used as money, he collected for taxes and debts.  The first jail was a big oak tree, which 

https://sites.google.com/site/historicbolivartn/gone-but-not-forgotten/jcn-robertson/JCN%20Robertson%20Snagit.jpg?attredirects=0


criminals would be tied to in Hatchie Town; in 1824 the first log court house (oldest in West TN) was 

built on Court Square.  The upstairs was used as a jail for a short time. 

      1832 – 1842, Robertson was an active member of 

the Board of Trustee of the Female Academy of 

Bolivar, supporting women’s right to education.  In 

1834, he was elected to the Constitution Convention 

that framed the Tennessee Constitution.  In 1835, he 

was elected Senator to represent Hardeman, Fayette 

and Shelby Counties.  In 1836, he was named Grand 

Master of Tennessee’s Free Masons.  

 

    JCN Robertson moved to Mississippi in 1843, where he had a plantation near Hernando.  Pervious 

to the War Between the States, Robertson spent most of his 

accumulated fortune in aid of building of railroads.  He became 

the Director for the Company of Mississippi Tennessee 

Railroad.  It was a short line railroad between New Albany, MS 

and Middleton, TN.  The line is still used today.  JCN Robertson 

served as Director well into his 80’s as stockholders would not let 

him retire.        

 
    JCN Robertson died at the age of 87, and is buried with his wife that lived to the age of 94 in Hernando 
Baptist Cemetery in Mississippi. 
 

 
 

Memorial Day Celebration - 1875 

Memphis Daily Appeal  
 

While the Civil War ended in 1865, the north and the 
south were still "mending their fences".  While 
technically, African-Americans had gained their 
freedom; much remained to be done before equality 
among the races and the wounds of the Civil War 
would be healed. 
 
However, a big step was taken when survivors of both 
the north and south celebrated Memorial Day together 
ten years after the Civil War.  Note that J.C.N. 
Robertson was one of the honored dignitaries on the 
speaker's platform along with Jefferson Davis and 
Nathan Bedford Forrest.  
 

 
Click here to view the original Memphis Daily Appeal article as it appeared on Tuesday, May 25, 1875  

 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045160/1875-05-25/ed-1/seq-5/#date1=1836&index=1&rows=20&words=J.C.N+Robertson&searchType=basic&sequence=0&state=Tennessee&date2=1922&proxtext=JCN+Robertson&y=10&x=9&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
https://sites.google.com/site/historicbolivartn/gone-but-not-forgotten/jcn-robertson/1875%20Memorial%20Day%20Memphis%20Celebration%20Speakers%20Stand%20JCN%20Robertson%20Enhanced.jpg?attredirects=0
https://sites.google.com/site/historicbolivartn/gone-but-not-forgotten/jcn-robertson/Mississippi%20and%20Tennessee%20Railroad%20Bill.jpg?attredirects=0


Margaret Robertson's Encounter with Indians 
In the spring of 1823, J.C.N. Robertson came with his family to the Western District of 

Tennessee.  At that time, what is now Hardeman County was still part of Hardin County.  The 

Robertson family settled in this section and helped to establish the new county of Hardeman.  In fact, 

Julius Caesar Nichols Robertson became the first sheriff of Hardeman County in 1823; he served in 

that role for 15 years between 1823 and 1840 and he also served as the first State Senator in 1835 for 

the counties of Hardeman, Fayette and Shelby.  But our Indian encounter story predates his arrival to 

West Tennessee.   

 
In 1819, J.C.N. Robertson was appointed government agent of the Cherokee Reservation near Maryville (in 
East Tennessee).  In this capacity, he had to go to Knoxville every three months for money and supplies for 
the Indians.  At first the Indians seemed very friendly, but for some unknown reason they became dissatisfied 
and suspicious of the government.  Once, when Agent Robertson was in Knoxville, the Indians decided to kill 
his wife and baby William, while they were at home alone, and to kill him when he returned.  His wife, Margaret 
was sitting in her room nursing her baby when twelve Indians in war paint and feathers marched into the room 
in single file.  Her heart stood still, but she rose and said cordially, "Take seats, gentlemen, my husband has 
not yet returned home, but if you will mind my baby I will get you something to eat".  Putting her baby into the 
arms of the chief brave, she left the room and closed the door.  She understood the Indians.  She knew that no 
true Indian was base enough to betray a trust.  Even if they had come to murder, they would not harm her 
baby when she had given him voluntarily into their care.  The chief laid the baby into its cradle and they all filed 
out just as she returned with cider and cake! 
 
Source:  W.M. Matthews, The Bolivar Bulletin, August 25, 1944  

 

1860 Census – DeSoto County, Mississippi (Hernando) 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Laying Cornerstone for Custom House in Memphis 

 

 

The original building was built in 1876 as The Customs House.  It was one of the proudest structures in the city, with two large 

matching towers that stood out in the city's skyline from the river.  This was a grand building.  But in 1929 it was greatly 

enlarged when it became a post office.  Both towers were removed, and wings were added at the north and south ends.  The 

entire building received a new outer wall of granite.  Not that this building was bad, it simply wasn't as notable as the old 

building.  In 2010, the building was totally renovated and became the University of Memphis, School of Law. 



J.C.N. Robertson – 1st Sheriff of Hardeman County  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



J.C.N. Robertson’s Obituary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hernando Baptist Cemetery - Hernando, Mississippi 



Inscription:   

 

 



 



J.C.N. Robertson’s Will … August 26, 1879 – Hernando, MS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The original of this document is in the Hernando, Mississippi Archives.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Source:  https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045160/1880-11-10/ed-1/seq-1/ 

Tennessee Masonic Lodge Tribute to J.C.N. Robertson – November 10, 1880 – Memphis Daily 

Appeal – Front page. 

 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045160/1880-11-10/ed-1/seq-1/


 

April 26, 1889 Article in Bolivar Bulletin 

 

Note: J.C.N. Robertson was the brother of A.T. Robertson, a Bolivar Attorney.  Laura Robertson 

was the daughter of A.T. Robertson and Martha Jane Vaden.  Laura married Giles Monroe 

Savage.  Giles Monroe and Laura Robertson Savage were our great grandparents on my father’s 

side of the family.    Woody and Ken Savage 



Additional Historical Follow-up info by Ken Savage - 6/15/2013: 

Robertson - Yates House 
June 23, 2013 at 5:33 PM 

Robertson - Yates House 

Hernando, Mississippi 

 

         Six generations ago way up in my family tree ... two brothers James and George Robertson brought a 

group of settlers to Tennessee and founded Fort Nashboro.  Today, we know this place as Nashville.  James 

Robertson, the early leader of both the Watauga and Cumberland settlements, has been called the "Father of 

Tennessee."  Later, George (my direct line) and his family moved on westward to Hardeman County where he 

died in 1827.  George’s son Charles and his son  A.T. Robertson all lived their lives in Hardeman 

County.  Charles Robertson’s brother was Julius Caesar Nichols (JCN) Robertson, and he was the first sheriff of 

Hardeman County and held the position for 15 years.  JCN Robertson was also elected senator for Hardeman, 

Fayette, and Shelby Counties.  He also had a plantation in Hernando, Mississippi.   

    Now this is where it gets interesting.  About six months ago, while surfing the internet I found JNC 

Robertson’s son (John) house in Hernando.  The house is on the National Register of Historic Places in 

America.  So, I started to read and search more about it.  I found the house was named “The Robertson-Yates 

House” and had been in the family since it was built in 1849 until 1997.  The house was bought by a true civil 

war buff, Eddie Burks, and he began restoring the home that during the war was also used as a hospital.  So, 

now with the 150th anniversary of the Civil War going on, Mr. Burks decides to celebrate on the property the 

“Battle of Hernando.”  June 19, 1863 that battle did take place and was refought this past weekend with the 

same results.  The South lost again. 

    The Robertson-Yates home was also on tour.  So, we got to see it as well.  The strangest story about this 

house is: Originally the house was described as a typical southern plantation home with columns, etc.  The 

Robertson’s decided to downsize the house, as the children all grown, and were marrying.  They also wanted 

to modernize the house to the new look of the now Victorian Era.  So it was cut in half, with half being moved 

across the road for a newly married son to live in.  Sad part is, that part burned before it was completed.  But 

John Robertson did complete the remodel of the remaining half that still stands. 

    Now I guess I should say at this time, Eddie Burks had found a small cemetery nearby in very poor 

condition.  And when he discovered the ones in the graves once lived in his home, he wanted to have them 

moved and re buried next to the “Unknown Confederate Soldier’s grave” on his place.  He just wanted to bring 

them back home and be properly cared for.  So, after much work and planning, this was done and it happen 

this past weekend.  The large granite obelisk, which bears the name and inscriptions of several family 

members, including Martha A. Robertson Douglas, 23, daughter of Julius Caesar Nichols Robertson and 

Margaret Robertson, her sister Ann Eliza, just 17, and the family's matriarch, Susan Reagan Robertson, 

mother of Julius Caesar Nichols Robertson who came to DeSoto County in the early 1840s with her son from 

Tennessee were laid to rest again at The Robertson-Yates House.  This time will full military honors from both 

North and South soldiers.  The caskets were driven to the site by 3 horse drawn hearses.  Words were spoken, 

“Amazing Grace” was sung and played on bagpipes, some cried still after all these years and both sides North 

and South gave 21-gun salutes.  I found relatives I never know I had, visit a family home I did not know 

existed, and got to witness my great - great- great- grandmother’s funeral.  Not a bad weekend. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/notes/ken-savage/robertson-yates-house/636146399748573/


 



 

 

 
 

 

Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Mississippi: Volume II, Part II 
 
 
https://books.google.com/books?isbn=1565546091 
 
Goodspeed's - 1999 - Biography & Autobiography 
Charles Henry Robertson, Hernando, Miss., has lived in De' Soto county ... J. C. 
N. and Margaret (Reagan) Robertson, were natives of Washington county, Tenn. 

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=p-fgHRVWmd0C&pg=PA689&lpg=PA689&dq=j.c.n.+robertson+hernando+ms&source=bl&ots=poPv_t8eTi&sig=xrSXl9cfEuVl8ueGIFnB3BDid24&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi3qJeA8M3fAhUK2qwKHQuUCF84ChDoATACegQIAxAB
https://books.google.com/books?id=p-fgHRVWmd0C&pg=PA689&lpg=PA689&dq=j.c.n.+robertson+hernando+ms&source=bl&ots=poPv_t8eTi&sig=xrSXl9cfEuVl8ueGIFnB3BDid24&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi3qJeA8M3fAhUK2qwKHQuUCF84ChDoATACegQIAxAB
https://books.google.com/books?id=p-fgHRVWmd0C&pg=PA689&lpg=PA689&dq=j.c.n.+robertson+hernando+ms&source=bl&ots=poPv_t8eTi&sig=xrSXl9cfEuVl8ueGIFnB3BDid24&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi3qJeA8M3fAhUK2qwKHQuUCF84ChDoATACegQIAxAB
https://books.google.com/books?id=p-fgHRVWmd0C&pg=PA689&lpg=PA689&dq=j.c.n.+robertson+hernando+ms&source=bl&ots=poPv_t8eTi&sig=xrSXl9cfEuVl8ueGIFnB3BDid24&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi3qJeA8M3fAhUK2qwKHQuUCF84ChDoATACegQIAxAB
https://books.google.com/books?id=p-fgHRVWmd0C&pg=PA689&lpg=PA689&dq=j.c.n.+robertson+hernando+ms&source=bl&ots=poPv_t8eTi&sig=xrSXl9cfEuVl8ueGIFnB3BDid24&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi3qJeA8M3fAhUK2qwKHQuUCF84ChDoATACegQIAxAB
https://books.google.com/books?id=p-fgHRVWmd0C&pg=PA689&lpg=PA689&dq=j.c.n.+robertson+hernando+ms&source=bl&ots=poPv_t8eTi&sig=xrSXl9cfEuVl8ueGIFnB3BDid24&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi3qJeA8M3fAhUK2qwKHQuUCF84ChDoATACegQIAxAB
https://www.google.com/search?sa=N&rlz=1C1GGRV_enUS751US752&biw=1745&bih=808&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Goodspeed%27s%22&ved=2ahUKEwi3qJeA8M3fAhUK2qwKHQuUCF84ChD0CDACegQIAxAC

