
Janet DeVaul Savage and her School Board Career 

 In five short years, Janet make a dramatic impact on the Jonathan Alder 

School District in Plain City, OH.  Having never served in a public office, she 

decided she wanted to be more active in the local school system.  Ohio is unique 

in that today it has over 600 school districts compared to 137 in Tennessee.  The 

Jonathan Alder School District only consisted of 4 schools, 1,500 students and a 

budget of just over $3 Million in 1985 whereas Shelby County Tennessee’s school 

board has over 200 schools, 100,000 students and a $1.46 Billion-dollar budget in 

2018.  Why the comparison???  How many school board members in Shelby 

County do you think have visited ALL 200 schools or directly interacted with 

15,000 employees much less 100,000 students?   

 Janet made an “impact”.  She ran as a write-in candidate and won!  And 

later got re-elected without opposition.  She would also go on to serve on the 

Vocational School Board as well as the OSBA Central Region Executive Committee. 

Janet got the voter’s registration list for the school district and called EVERY 

family!  She didn’t just talk to the parents (voters) but she talked with their kids 

who were attending school.  She also made a direct mailing to every voter 

household in the district and she performed the first comprehensive survey ever 

in the district to determine parents views about the school system and presented 

the results to the Board.   

 Jay would grimace at times when a teacher would remark “oh…your mom 

is on the school board”; he never wanted special treatment or recognition 

because of her position.  Also, he hated going to the local grocery store with his 

mom because people would always come up to Janet to discuss “school business” 

and it would take her an hour to make a “ten-minute trip to the store”.   

 In 1990, I took a job in Memphis, TN which basically ended “Janet’s career 

in education”.  You see…Memphis had such a large school system that was then 

and is now shrouded in POLITICS … that there was “no longer any real opportunity 

for her to serve the community”.  It would be a loss for both Plain City and for 

Memphis. 

WJS  2/27/2019 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


